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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 1) 2002 
APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 2) 2002 

Second Reading - Cognate Debate 
Resumed from 21 May. 

MR McNEE (Moore) [12.53 pm]:  It is time that this Government took a serious look at the location of 
production in this State.  We have talked about the lime sand routes, and I do not need to put on the record again 
the necessity for them.  Lime sand route No 2 is vital because it allows a valuable commodity to be transported 
to rural areas.  Seminars on this issue are to be conducted during the next few weeks, but the Government must 
accept the reality of the situation.  It is very difficult to place a value on lime.  A recent Department of 
Agriculture memorandum states that, 17 years after the application of lime at the Wongan Hills research centre, 
the area is still reaping benefits.  That is a long-term gain.   

The United States Farm Security and Rural Investment Act 2002 - commonly known as the “Farm Bill” - will 
provide $300 billion for that country’s farmers over the next seven years.  Our farmers will need to be highly 
competitive if they are to survive in today’s environment.  This Government has cut the agriculture budget by 
$40 million compared with the coalition agriculture budget.  That contrasts starkly with what the Americans are 
doing for their farmers.  It will take something more than new Labor members wandering around rural 
electorates pretending to know what they are talking about to resolve that situation.  Their rhetoric is not 
supported by action.  The Government must recognise what it is doing to rural areas.   

Close attention should be paid to the Department of Defence’s land grab.  I understand that it needs training 
areas, but the time has come to look at this issue very closely.  It has often been suggested that the department 
should move its facility further up the coast.  That training area might have been remote from Perth 40 years ago, 
but it is not now.  It is extraordinary that it is now being expanded at the cost of ruining people’s lives and 
farming incomes.  The department intends to take both freehold and leasehold property.  If it is successful in its 
push to expand its landholdings, it will have 60 000 hectares.  I understand that it needs land to operate, but it 
must be more responsible and give real consideration to what is happening in rural areas.  

Medical facilities are desperately needed in the Chittering area, particularly in Bindoon.  The former Minister for 
Health, Hon John Day, had discussions with Chittering Shire Council and organised for feasibility studies to be 
conducted.  The previous Government was moving towards providing facilities in that area.  Regrettably, since 
this Government came to power, absolutely nothing has happened.  People across the spectrum - from the young 
to the aged - need those medical facilities, but this Government has done nothing.   

Mr Kucera:  So the new medical services provided at Goomalling are nothing!   

Mr McNEE:  That is no credit to this Government.  The minister opened them, but the Court Government 
provided them.   

Mr Kucera:  Are the two Moora District Hospital redevelopment projects mentioned in the budget nothing?  
Give a little credit where it is due.   

Mr McNEE:  Give the minister some credit!  He is giving Moora second best.  The Court Government intended 
to provide a new hospital; now the area is getting a revamped facility.  I hope it is a good one. 

Mr Kucera:  I will mention the member’s comments to the board.  That is very ungracious.   

Mr McNEE:  Does the minister think it is ungracious? 

Mr Kucera:  Yes. 

Mr McNEE:  I do not think so.  What is happening at Goomalling with Quarmby Lodge?   

Mr Kucera:  A note has been sent to you.  Before you say any more, apparently the difficulty relates to people in 
the area reaching agreement with the Commonwealth and State Governments about the construct of the 
metropolitan planning scheme.  Rather than make an issue of it, I suggest that you ring the person concerned and 
it will be explained.   

Mr McNEE:  I am happy to do that.  As I said yesterday, the Goomalling Shire Council is keen to see the 
minister if a reasonable conclusion cannot be reached.  A shire meeting is to be held today.  Those involved will 
be interested to know about that message.   

Mr Kucera:  I suspect that you will be able to ring them in 30 minutes. 

Mr McNEE: Good!  Getting anything for our electorates from this Government is like drawing teeth.  I hope we 
can bring this process to a swift conclusion.  I have asked for a meeting with the Minister for Health and the 
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Chittering Shire Council to introduce some sense into this situation.  I understand the pressures involved, but the 
Court Government faced the same pressures and it was better at handling them.  

Some farmers have raised concerns about obtaining a drivers licence for employees to drive tractors down the 
road.  In the past, all they needed was a B-class licence.   

Mr Dean:  Don’t forget the tractor.    

Mr McNEE:  That is the sort of intelligent remark I would expect from new Labor.  God help me!  No wonder 
those opposite create one disaster after another.   

There is a problem.  It is okay for those people who are in the industry now, because they can convert their 
licences and get the right classification of licence.  However, in the bureaucratic way that this has been done, the 
bureaucrats have really tied themselves in knots.  Like many other people, I think about what will happen next 
year when a person has a new employee from wherever.  I have read in the newspaper that it is pretty hard to get 
farm labour in this State.  I know that it is very hard.  Farmers must rely on people from New Zealand or maybe 
from the United Kingdom.  Those people arrive in Western Australia, and it is often the case that they do not 
have the licence that is needed to drive a unit down the road.   

I rang the hotline to find out what would happen if I put on an employee who did not have the right licence.  I 
was told that I should go to one of the licensing agencies.  I thought that was pretty good, so I asked the person 
to tell me the name of the licensing agency.  I was referred on to the shire councils.  When I rang one of the shire 
councils I said, “If I have an employee and I want him to get a licence, can I bring him in and will you attend to 
it?”  The person said no, the council could not do it.  I asked where I should go.  The person said that I should 
take my employee to Northam.  He would have to sit an exam, and he must have the unit with him to have a test 
drive.  That must be wrong.  Surely I have been given wrong information.  What could a person do with a four-
wheel-drive tractor that he must take to Northam?  Imagine having to drag it down there, if that is the case.  I 
place this on record as being a ridiculous situation, if the information I have been given is correct.  As a farmer, I 
just made a telephone call to seek this information.  I have not had a chance to try to sort out that mess.  
However, there should be an exemption for those people.  The arrangement should be very simple, as it was 
previously.  If a person could drive an eight-tonne truck with a class B licence, he was right.   

It must be kept in mind that it costs about $300 000 or $400 000 to buy just the four-wheel-drive tractor, never 
mind the air seeder on the back of it.  A person would not be able to buy the whole outfit for $500 000 or 
$600 000.  Do members think that anybody would put some clown on it who cannot drive it?  Only bureaucrats 
could think like that - God bless their little hearts!  When I rang the hotline - it was not real hot because it took a 
fair while to get through - the person kept talking about nine tonnes and all this rubbish.  Those people have 
absolutely no idea, and it is very frustrating.  It is bad enough that an employee must be taken to Northam in his 
employer’s truck so that the employee can get a truck drivers licence.  The police cannot test the employee 
because they cannot drive the damn truck.  That is what happens.  The police can pull up people for travelling at 
over 50 kilometres an hour or whatever, but they cannot test a person on how to drive the damn truck because 
they do not have the expertise. 

Mr McRae:  How long has it been like that? 

Mr McNEE:  For some time.  However, that does not make it any easier.  A person must go through the system 
to get an appointment.  We had a simple life once; now we do not.  However, it is even more difficult when 
people are faced with this situation.  It is a bureaucracy gone berserk.  It is time that we returned to a situation in 
which we could get relatively simple answers to simple problems. 

Mr Kucera:  It used to terrify me when I had to test them.  It was the most terrifying experience to be a young 
policeman who had to conduct driving tests on people in the country. 

Mr McNEE:  I can well imagine it.  I am reminded of the humorous fellow, whose name I cannot remember, 
who entertained us with a rather good take of a poor bloke testing people.  However, the point is that it is a 
difficult situation.   

I will move on quickly to a question that has been raised in this House on many occasions; that is, salinity.  I 
want to draw attention to the Government’s inaction on this problem.  It is a big problem, but it is one that has 
had a lot of attention over the years.  Those of us who have farmed in the midst of it all our lives are probably 
not terrified of it.  However, we are terrified of the bureaucratic industry that is developing around it.  While a 
bunch of bureaucrats are involved, the problem will never be solved.  Can members imagine them solving the 
problem of unemployment?  Half of them would be out of work.  It is a real problem.  We will get all these airy-
fairy answers, and there will be committees.  In any event, I will deal with the history of salinity in this State. 

Mr McRae:  That is a total insult to professional people who - 
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Mr McNEE:  Salinity has been with us forever.  The member can make his speech sometime tomorrow or 
Friday, or whenever he is allowed to do so - if he is allowed to do so.   

Mr Barnett:  He won’t be allowed to speak. 

Mr McNEE:  Of course he will not be allowed to speak.  He will be taken outside and strangled now before he is 
allowed to speak.  I bet the member for Collie is busting to make a speech, but I bet he does not get a chance 
either.  

Salinity has been with us for as long as Australia has been Australia.  There is a long history of people trying to 
do something about it.  I remember as a young farmer being told to fence it off.  That did not work.  Contour 
banks helped.  I remember people trying to drain the land with polythene pipe that was put under the ground with 
a ripper and a thing behind it called a bullet.  The idea was that the bullet would create a little channel through 
which the plastic pipe would be dragged.  It all sounded pretty good, but the plastic pipe, which was perforated, 
became blocked, and it did not work.  A lot of well-intentioned people have spent money trying to do various 
things.  These things cannot be written off as failures, because they probably worked in some areas and did some 
good.  We went to the Whittington interceptor bank system.  We then went to the deep drain system.  That is 
now the in thing; everybody is talking about deep drainage.  I do not say it does not work.  I have seen an area 
out of which 400 tonnes of water a day has been taken.  People are quick to say that trees do not do any good.  I 
can take members to two farms at which trees have lowered the watertable by one metre.  That has actually 
happened; they have lowered the watertable.  Therefore, we cannot say that trees do not work.  In my judgment, 
there is a combination of answers.  The answer will probably vary from paddock to paddock, and unfortunately it 
will probably also vary within a paddock.  It is a huge problem.   

Mr Barnett:  Does soil type play a role? 

Mr McNEE:  Yes; and, to combat that, people have fenced according to soil type.  However, all those things are 
horribly expensive.  The money that the people on a property not far from mine have spent, out of their own 
pocket, on their drainage project would probably be enough for them to buy some more acres of land up the 
road.  However, that is not the point.  People are willing to do those things if they have access to finance and can 
afford to spend that sort of money.  The only thing they get out of it is some tax advantage.   

This Government said before it was elected that it would put $10 million into tackling salinity.  I am not too sure 
where it has put that money.  The Treasurer said in his budget speech on 16 May -  

The Government will also build on more than $30 million currently being spent tackling salinity.  A 
new framework for salinity investment has been devised to ensure taxpayers’ dollars are used in the 
most effective way possible.   

We do not know what that means, but it is good political-speak.  The Treasurer said also -  

The Government is also poised to sign the inter governmental agreement on salinity and water quality.  

The Government is like my old dog Bluey: he was poised to jump over the fence, but he never quite made it. 

Mr McRae:  Poor old Bluey! 

Mr McNEE:  Yes.  Poor old Bluey.  He had a rough day.   

On 16 May, Hon Dr David Kemp, the federal Minister for the Environment and Heritage, said in a press release -  

I am pleased that commonsense and the national interest has now overtaken politics and since the 
election Tasmania, Victoria, Queensland and NSW have all signed.  The National Action Plan is now 
rolling out everywhere except WA. 

Mr Barnett:  But it is poised! 

Mr McNEE:  Yes.  It is poised to go over the fence, but it has not made it.  That is the problem.  The 
Government is poised to do it, but, as Dr Kemp said clearly, the national action plan on salinity and water quality 
is now rolling out everywhere except Western Australia.  We will wait awhile with this Government.  I will 
never forget what the now Premier said when he was in the salt pan at Cunderdin.  If he can bring that back, God 
bless him, because he will never do anything with his current Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.  
He said that his Government would spend $10 million.  Hallelujah!  I can tell members what his Government 
did.  It took away $4 million.  The money is not there.   

The Government said it would spend $30 million to tackle salinity.  However, we cannot find that money in the 
budget.  The Premier said the other day - I think in answer to a question from the Leader of the Opposition - “I 
do not trust your figures.  I will look in the budget for that.”  The former coalition Government’s budget papers 
for 2001-02 state -  



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 22 May 2002] 

 p10965d-10974a 
Mr Bill McNee; Mr Terry Waldron 

 [4] 

However, the Commonwealth’s offer is conditional on dollar for dollar matching by the States, which 
takes no account of the fact that Western Australia has already been spending in the order of 
$40 million per annum on salinity management.   

The way this Government is keeping the books is that it wants to be able to spend the money twice.  It is saying 
that because the former coalition Government has spent that money, it should get it too.  The Commonwealth 
Government has said the money must be matched dollar for dollar.  It is a clear arrangement.  It is new dollars - a 
new deal.  This Government is a bit like a person who says to a mechanic, “I paid my bill last month, yet you 
have had the cheek to send me another one.  I want you to credit last month’s account against this month’s 
account.”  That is the sort of deal this Government is after.  It is no wonder it cannot get it.   

The Government states in budget paper No 3 -  

The Department of Agriculture will continue to be the major player in the fight against salinity, with 
expenditure of $9.0 million in 2002-03 to address this problem.   

It states also, with regard to the Department of Conservation and Land Management -  

In 2002-03, $9.1 million will be provided for salinity initiatives, particularly those aimed at conserving 
biodiversity in affected areas.   

That makes a total of about $18 million.  It states also, with regard to the Water and Rivers Commission -  

As part of the government’s election commitments, the Commission will dedicate approximately 
$5.5 million towards: 

• Establishing six demonstration catchments for salinity; . . .  
That makes about $23.6 million.  It is hard to find out where the rest is buried.  I will be interested to find that 
out during the estimates committees, because it does not appear to be there.  The Government seems to be far 
short of its estimate.  We have got to about $23 million, and the Government is talking about $30 million.   
It is even more concerning when we look at the activities of the Department of Agriculture.  The Department of 
Agriculture is saying that it will put in fewer man hours this year than it did last year.  We have to keep in mind 
that since the Gallop Government has come into office, it has cut the budget of the Department of Agriculture by 
$40 million.  Therefore, naturally the Department of Agriculture is saying that this year it will put in fewer man 
hours.  That is a bit of a shame.  However, government departments have to work within the budgets that they 
are given.   
The Government has a long way to go.  It should start seriously talking about what it will do about the problem 
of salinity.  The Government must work closely with members of the farming community because they can work 
very closely with the scientists.  A lot of very good people would be willing to do that if they had the resources.  
We do not need a lot of doublespeak in budget papers that will do nothing to address this problem.  I cannot 
imagine that anybody will be fooled, because the Government has merely shifted around the figures and told us 
that it is doing something that it is not.  I hope that the Government quickly lifts its game with regard to salinity 
and will do what the coalition Government was doing.  The Government should quickly sign the agreement with 
the Commonwealth Government.  I cannot understand why this Government dithers.  It keeps telling us that the 
situation is getting worse.  I would have thought that the sooner it did something about it, the better.  
Mr Barnett:  It does not have the money; it spent it on the railway.  
Mr McNEE:  That is right.  It is interesting that the Leader of the Opposition should mention that.  People in my 
electorate say, “Fancy it going along the river anyway.”  They think that is pretty bad news. 

Mr Kucera:  It will get in the way of the belltower.  

Mr McNEE:  It is strange that the Minister for Health should mention the belltower.  The previous Labor 
Government brought the bells to this State but did not have the guts to do anything except lay them out on a 
paddock out the back of somewhere.  I think the belltower is a good thing.  The Labor Party was wrong to stop 
the development of the area.  It could have been a very attractive area, but the Government has failed again.  

Mr Watson interjected.  

Mr McNEE:  The stamps are looking pretty good in Albany.   

This Government has failed again.  The member should not criticise the belltower.  Even if the coalition 
Government wasted money on the belltower, it would not amount to the contents of the petty cash tin; it would 
not have bought the tea and biscuits.  Never mind about that paltry amount of money, let us talk about some of 
the Government’s extravagances.  

Mr Edwards:  And past extravagances too.  
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Mr McNEE:  For God’s sake, we would be here for the rest of the day discussing those.   

What a bunch of wimps members opposite are.  The railway to Rockingham is probably a good idea; however, it 
goes straight past Rockingham, which is the biggest centre between Fremantle and Albany.  It will always be the 
biggest centre.  Despite Rockingham’s population of 180 000, the railway will not go there.  I do not know how 
the Government controls its members.  The member for Rockingham must be spitting chips.  Imagine being the 
local member and the railway bypassing his electorate.  

Mr Murray:  Are you trying to get the train to go down there so that you can get a free ride when you retire?  

Mr McNEE:  When I retire, I will not rely on the free rides that the Labor Government provides me with; that 
would not get me very far.  The Government will not have the money to give anybody a free ride. It must lift its 
game. 

Mr Kucera:  The member for Cottesloe was happy when we put the railway back into his electorate.  At least he 
will be able to travel on it when he retires next week.  

Mr McNEE:  That comment is irrelevant.  I am getting used to the Minister for Health making irrelevant 
statements.  I am interested to hear what good news he can give to me that I can share with people in the 
Goomalling shire.  I hope that we can help prevent those old people from being tossed onto the streets because a 
service is being closed down.  Let us hope we can prevent that happening.   

This is another budget that is not of any value to my electorate; it will be an impediment.  We must make life 
simpler for people in the bush.  We must recognise that they are getting thinner on the ground and we must 
provide some real assistance for them.   

MR WALDRON (Wagin) [1.25 pm]:  It is always a pleasure to follow the experienced member for Moore.  I 
have done that on a couple of occasions and I am always interested to hear what he has to say.  I have always 
represented country Western Australia in my previous non-political career.  The main factor that got me involved 
in politics is the many inequities between the city and the country.  I have said before that during the nine years I 
managed Western Australian country football, I had to reside in Perth.  Although I lived and worked in Perth, 
much of my work took me around country Western Australia.  I was enjoying all the facilities and benefits of 
living in the metropolitan area while working around the country, where I consistently saw the many and great 
inequities between metropolitan and regional Western Australia.  I became involved in politics hoping to close 
the gap between those inequities.  However, this budget only makes them worse, especially for the inland 
regions of Western Australia and certainly for my electorate of Wagin.   

Members know that agriculture, which is one of Western Australia’s biggest and most important industries, was 
not even mentioned in the Treasurer’s budget speech.  The public and I find that unbelievable.  After reading the 
budget and finding out what is happening to the agricultural sector, I can understand why it was not mentioned.  
I will refer to that later because many other members have already referred to that issue.  People in regional 
Western Australia have no doubt that this Government believes that the ruling on one vote, one value will go in 
its favour, which is why it has treated regional Western Australia the way it has.  

Mr Bowler:  That is very harsh.  

Mr WALDRON:  That is the opinion of regional people, and it is very obvious.  If members give me a chance - 

Mr Watson:  Are you saying that you have had too much for too long?  

Mr WALDRON:  I am not saying that.  I am a fair person and I acknowledge that the budget is not all bad, but I 
would not give it a score of nine out of 10.  People in country Western Australia and I are not saying that the 
metropolitan area should not receive its fair allocation of funding.  Perth is our capital city and people across 
Western Australia are proud of it.  People who live in Perth, as I did, need good facilities.  People in the country 
do not want to deny the people of Perth those services.  However, they want fair and equitable services and 
infrastructure in their regions.  It is not a matter of taking facilities out of Perth.   

I am concerned for country communities.  That is one of the other reasons I became involved in politics.  People 
in many areas of Western Australia are losing confidence.  They feel they are ignored and forgotten about.  
During my speech, that will come to the surface.  I am disappointed not to see in the budget incentives for and 
allocation of more infrastructure, power and services to attract business, industry and professional people to live, 
work and stay in country Western Australia.   

I refer to business relocation grants.  I know of people who had operated a business in Perth but had to relocate 
because of environmental problems.  They wanted to set up the business in country Western Australia but could 
not get any government assistance.  Funding should be provided to keep some of the local agricultural shows 
operating because they are important to regional people.  The regions are asking not for unfair amounts, just 
reasonable amounts.  
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The budget has offered very little directly to my electorate.  The only thing that jumps out at me is the $1 million 
provision for the refurbishment of Katanning Senior High School, for which we are extremely grateful.  I believe 
the money has been set aside for some time and came from the sale of AlintaGas, so it is not new money.  I 
welcome its allocation and draw down, because it will be of benefit to the community.  The school community 
told me after the budget last week that it is negotiating how the money should be spent.  I hope the Department 
of Education takes the advice of the local school community because it is important that the money be spent 
wisely on that very important school for my local area. 

I acknowledge and welcome the increase in spending for the areas of health and education particularly, which 
are very critical.  I would like to know how and where the money will be spent because that is critical.  I hope 
that we will see some fair and equitable allocations to regional areas.  For example, the $1.9 million required to 
complete the final stage of the Narrogin Regional Hospital has again been left out of the budget.  The upgrade of 
the hospital was commenced under the previous Government and its first two stages were completed late last 
year and early this year.  Although the improved facility is excellent, it is not working properly because the last 
stage of the upgrade, which was designed to fit in with the other two stages, has not been completed.  The last 
stage will cost $1.9 million.  That is not a large sum of money in the greater scheme of things, but it is required 
to finish the job.  I therefore urge the Government to try to find the $1.9 million so that the third stage can be 
completed, because the lack of it is posing problems for patients, staff and doctors. 

My electorate is also awaiting a decision on the proposed medical centre in Katanning, which is also very 
important.  Katanning has experienced problems with local doctors.  The local shire has been trying to work with 
the Departments of Health and Agriculture to provide a new medical centre to keep doctors in Katanning.  
Katanning is a major regional centre and very important to outlying areas.  The main hospital for the whole 
region is located in Katanning.  The medical centre is critical for keeping doctors at the hospital in order to 
provide a service.  I understand that all that is required is for the Government to agree to hand over the old 
Department of Agriculture building.  The shire is prepared to provide the funding and do all the work.  That 
process is being held up.  I know that the Minister for Agriculture is involved, and I urge him to proceed with the 
matter. 

I am sorry that the Minister for Health is not here.  I have a meeting with him and health representatives from my 
region regarding the previously promised and much needed Wickepin health centre.  It is a small project costing 
some $500 000.  The proposal was put up by the last Government and put off by this Government.  I understand 
the money is available but has not been drawn down and utilised.  The centre is very important for that small 
community.  It is a very productive community which has coped with an old nursing post for many years.  
Generally, the health facilities in my region are pretty good.  However, the need for this facility is urgent.  
Members will remember that Wickepin was the home of Albert Facey who wrote the book A Fortunate Life, 
which is a great story.  I am sure that if he were still alive, he would be wondering what is going on. 

Mr Watson:  I have been to his house.  It is magnificent. 

Mr WALDRON:  It is.  The Wickepin community is very go-ahead.  It successfully staged a Western Australian 
Football League game on Sunday.  I am not being unreasonable, but fair and equitable.  The facility should be 
built straightaway. 

The member for Dawesville mentioned last night the lack of funding for mental health.  This applies particularly 
to my region, and also to the member for Albany’s region.  Mental health is a growing problem, especially in 
inland regions of Western Australia.  Last week I had a lady in my office who has a son who suffers from drug-
related schizophrenia.  The problems are huge.  I am concerned about the people who work in mental health in 
my region.  They need more support.  I would like to see some of the increased funding in health go to that area.  
The wife of a guy working in mental health, who is known to me and the member for Albany, came to see me 
because she was worried about his health.  She was concerned because of the hours he works and the pressure he 
is under from trying to cope with the problems.  The Government cannot simply chuck heaps of mental health 
workers into the region, but it does need to try to give some support.  The National Party is supporting an 
initiative of Dr Christine Day.  The party has enlisted the support of some of the shires, and Dr Day will do some 
work in this area and train local people to at least recognise when people are under those pressures.  I am hopeful 
that initiative will go ahead, but we need further support in that area.  

The dismantling of the country health boards and local hospital boards really leaves a sour taste in the mouth of 
local communities.  Local people have been very much involved in managing their hospitals and health services.  
My region has the Central Great Southern Health Service, the Upper Great Southern Health Service and various 
hospitals.  If they were not managing the services well and their financial management was poor and money was 
going out of the window left, right and centre, I could understand the push to dismantle them.  However, both 
those health services had surpluses last year, which they lost because they were not allowed to draw down the 
money.  They had put that money away. 
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Mr Watson:  Can you send some of it to Albany? 

Mr WALDRON:  That is my point.  They should have the opportunity to add facilities to their regional hospitals 
and health centres.  Those health service authorities were penalised because they were good managers.  Now 
they will be penalised because they will have no boards.  What will happen locally?  Local people who have 
been involved in managing the health services, knowing what goes on at the hospital and understanding what is 
required, will no longer be there.  People might say they can still be active in lobby groups and have an input.  
However, when people have no say in financial management and they have a proven record, they must feel 
disconnected and believe that those in charge think they know it all, and so lose interest.  We will lose volunteers 
who are critical for our country communities.  That is a very important point. 

In answer to a question from the Leader of the National Party yesterday on the cuts to the agricultural budget, the 
Premier said that the Leader of the National Party should not concentrate on one area of the budget.  I do not 
think our leader does that, and it was a bit rich to say it.  Maybe the Government should concentrate a bit more 
on that area because it is so important.  The Leader of the National Party is entitled to give a fair bit of weight to 
the agricultural industry, which contributes $6 billion to the gross state product and around 12 per cent of the 
State’s net exports.  Surely that is extremely important to this State.  Since Labor came to government it has cut 
funding to agriculture by $40 million; that will cost 151 jobs, including 55 jobs that will be cut this year.  That is 
surely gambling with the State’s future.  There is no doubt that it will have an effect on this State and on my area 
in particular.  Katanning and Narrogin have some reasonably sized Department of Agriculture offices and 
research units.  I am positive that they will lose staff members.  That would have a flow-on effect on the country 
community.  The loss of staff from those offices means that they will leave and take their kids out of the schools, 
and thus the spiralling effect goes on.  People lose confidence because the Government is taking more out of 
their community.  Country communities keep getting more and more hammered, so they need support. 

Part of the cuts is to the agricultural protection area.  The member for Avon and the member for Stirling have 
mentioned cutbacks in this area where the current problems of skeleton weed, thrips and feral animal control are 
prevalent.  I cannot believe that the Government would get rid of the footrot eradication program.  I call on the 
Minister for Agriculture to ensure that does not happen.  I am no longer a farmer, although I was some years ago.  
In my region of Kojonup and the areas of Boyup Brook where there are high rainfalls, footrot is a real problem.  
If it gets a hold and is not controlled, it can pose a big threat to the wool and sheep industry.  The industry might 
not be as important as it was in earlier years, but its resurgence is still mighty important, so we must look after it. 

I congratulate the Government on its increase to the education budget and the adjusting of staffing formulas for 
years 1 to 3.  Reducing class sizes and employing another 347 new teachers are good initiatives, which I 
acknowledge.  However, I asked a question of the Minister for Education last week, to which I thought he gave 
quite a good response, so he is obviously aware of the situation.  I was told earlier that the formula for years 1 to 
3 is the formula for all - that is it.  Why can we not adopt that formula for our secondary schools?  In regional 
Western Australia, there is a difficulty with this formula, particularly in the district high schools, in being able to 
offer students a reasonable choice of subjects.  The minister has acknowledged this.  We do not expect every 
district high school to be able to offer all the subjects available to students in Perth, and we are not asking for 
that.  Perhaps the formula could be altered, so that some of the extra money going into the education sector can 
be put into that area, particularly for the smaller district high schools.  They lose staff, and then they lose 
students who go to Perth or the bigger regional senior high schools.  In the end, as was the case of Dumbleyung, 
there is no district high school.  As I understand the formula, there can be only a certain number of teachers, 
depending on student numbers.  Quite often the better teachers are not attracted to some areas because they must 
teach many students across different areas.  Many of the teachers are probably excellent, but the perception of 
the local community is that it does not always get the best teachers.  A teacher who mainly teaches English is 
required also to teach mathematics, or to teach in the junior school.  The parents lose confidence in the school, so 
they remove their children and send them elsewhere.  As a result of the decreased student numbers, other 
teachers and support staff are lost and the spiralling effect continues.  I know the minister has acknowledged this 
problem, but I ask the Government to get on and do something about it soon.   

I welcome the introduction over the next four years of state-of-the-art information technology and electronic 
communication into 100 schools in lower socioeconomic areas.  That is a very good initiative, but I would be 
very interested to know which schools get the technology.  I hope regional Western Australia, which has a few of 
those lower socioeconomic areas, will not be forgotten.  In my own area, Popanyinning, according to the figures 
released, had the lowest per capita income.  This may sound a bit strange, but just recently the town opened its 
new toilet block on the main road.  It may seem that opening a new toilet block is not all that great - 

Mr Watson:  Were you flushed on the day?  

Mr WALDRON:  I did not open it - that was done by the local shire president.  This is very important to that 
little place, because people will now stop there.  As members who travel a lot will know, if a roadhouse or a 
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town has nice clean and presentable toilets, people are more likely to stop there, and that helps that little 
community.  It is very important to the people who live there.  Wherever people live, whether it be Willetton, 
Peppermint Grove or Popanyinning, they want to be looked after and each person is as important as the next.   

I ask the minister to look at one area of information technology that needs more support.  It is all very well to put 
computers and other new technology into schools, but there is a problem servicing that technology in country 
Western Australia.  Lack of IT support is a real problem.  In many schools, the equipment is there, but a year 3 
teacher who happens to know a bit about IT and computers, may be called away to deal with a problem in the 
year 8 room.  Another teacher must then be called in to fill in for the year 3 class, and the children thus lose out 
on their normal teaching.  That sort of thing happens all the time.  It is not critical, but it will increase as more 
programs are brought on.  It also occurs in regional education offices, which need more funding to cope.  
Perhaps an IT expert can be based in a district education office and offer services to schools.  As IT grows in the 
schools and district education offices, more assistance will be needed.  I know that some of the special programs, 
such as the primary extensions and academic challenge program, are going online, because people cannot travel 
all the time.   

When I talk to people about what is needed most to attract and keep teachers in country towns, the issue of 
housing comes up all the time.  It is important that the Government pay close attention to making sure that 
reasonable housing is provided and continually upgraded for teachers in country Western Australia.  It is a great 
experience for young city people to teach in the country for a few years.  Many metropolitan teachers talk about 
some great years they had teaching in country schools.  However, in fairness to the teachers, good quality 
housing is needed to attract them.  I urge the Government to make sure that it pays attention to that area.  

I now move to road funding, which is so important in rural Western Australia.  Country people rely on roads all 
the time - they cannot live without them - whether it be for taking products to markets and ports, getting children 
to school, getting to hospitals, or for sporting activities, which are a very big part of life in country Western 
Australia.  A couple of weeks ago I was at a netball carnival in Katanning.  One family from Kojonup told me 
that on the Saturday, the husband would take the son to football in Boyup Brook, while the wife took the 
daughter to netball in Katanning.  Another child went to a carnival in Narrogin on the Sunday, while the other 
daughter went to Katanning for netball.  People do not mind doing that sort of thing in the country, but they must 
have decent and safe roads.   

Mr Bowler:  Could you take the boy to play netball?  

Mr WALDRON:  Boys do play netball, as girls play football.  In country Western Australia, they must mix them 
up, and there is nothing wrong with that! 

It is really disappointing that the Government plans to spend just $91.4 million on road improvements in the 
budget, a dip of $42 million on the last financial year, and deny funding to 51 regional projects.  

Ms MacTiernan:  There is a story to be told there.  The Opposition, when in government, spent far more money 
on the city than on the country.  The present Government has reversed that.  The previous Government left a 
whopping great $300 million debt.  

Mr WALDRON:  I was not in the House at that time, and I probably do not know enough about it.  People 
cannot keep looking back at things that happened in the past; they must be positive, which is what I am trying to 
do.  I will highlight a couple of disappointing non-developments in my area.  The first is only a small project - 
stage 2 of the Narrogin link road.  The cost will be between $2 million and $2.5 million.  The first stage is being 
completed now.  It is an excellent project, and I am grateful that the Government has completed the first stage.  
The trouble is that stage 2 is unfinished, as is the local hospital.  If the road were finished, the trucks using the 
link road could enter Great Southern Highway safely without the problem of coming onto a very busy 
intersection from the Harrismith road, as will happen now.  That is a very busy road, used by school traffic, and I 
am really concerned that there will be an accident there.  I know Main Roads is very keen to complete the next 
stage because of that situation.   

The other issue is that of the overtaking lanes on the busy Albany Highway.  I acknowledge that two overtaking 
lanes will be installed south of Mt Barker, and that is great, but I know that Main Roads has been very keen to 
build these lanes north of Kojonup and Williams.  The busy Albany Highway carries many heavy trucks, as well 
as normal traffic.  Many people from the city use that road all the time, when travelling to Albany and the areas 
in between.  These overtaking lanes are needed on a particularly dangerous area of road.  This is a matter of road 
safety.  It is increasingly dangerous, because at night-time or when the weather is wet, motorists cannot pass 
those big trucks because their visibility is so poor.  Main Roads has told me that these lanes need to be put in so 
that people will know they will have an opportunity ahead to pass other vehicles.  Motorists become impatient 
when they get stuck behind a truck, and they may take risks.  If they know the overtaking lanes are ahead, they 
will not take risks.  
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Mr Watson:  Are you aware that overtaking lanes are to be built near Kojonup?  

Mr WALDRON:  No, they are not happening.  I spoke to Main Roads last week, and I was told the lanes are to 
be built south of Mt Barker.  The lanes at Kojonup are not actually happening, nor are those north of Williams.  
That is my advice from Main Roads.  I hope it is wrong, and that the lanes will be built.  

Mr Watson:  It is in the budget.  

Mr WALDRON:  I do not think that Main Roads knows about that.  I am referring to the lanes north of Kojonup.  
Another one south of Kojonup is only in the planning stage.  That is probably the one the member for Albany is 
talking about.  I have not even mentioned that.  The member travels on that road. 

Mr Watson interjected. 

Mr WALDRON:  Whether or not we are good drivers, the fact is that we have all made mistakes at times.  I am 
sure that everyone acknowledges that overtaking lanes are important.   

Mr Watson interjected.   

Mr WALDRON:  That is right; that is a fact of life.   

Yesterday in this Parliament, the minister spoke strongly about road safety.  I will talk about road safety because 
I support road safety initiatives.  I have a particular interest in them.  I have seen first-hand what road crashes can 
do to families and the cost of road crashes to communities and the Government.  I have been actively involved in 
road safety in my previous role with the West Australian Country Football League.  I acknowledge that the Road 
Safety Council has made money available to the West Australian Football League and the WA Country Football 
League to promote wearing seatbelts, etc in country areas.  I will always support those initiatives.  It is okay to 
run those programs.  As awareness and educational programs, they are very important.  However, the real 
measures must be taken onto roads as well.   

The budget promises 250 additional police and 40 Aboriginal liaison officers over four years.  I do not think that 
takes into account the natural attrition of police in the regions.  There have been no additional police numbers in 
my region; in fact, our police numbers are down.  My region requires extra police, because crime and law and 
order are growing problems in country Western Australia, particularly in some of the major towns.  In regional 
centres, drugs, unemployment, etc lead to boredom and crime-related problems.  There was a recent problem in 
the small town of Wandering.  In fact, the Premier was involved in that issue because he received a letter from 
the community.  There were some serious problems in that town.  A house burnt down and other incidents 
occurred.  The Premier asked to talk to me about it.  There are no police in that little town.  I do not expect a 
town of that size to have police in the current environment but, hopefully, it will be able to in the future.  The 
police have to travel from Pingelly, Boddington or Narrogin, so it takes them 40 minutes to get to the town.  
There very easily could have been a loss of life in that town this year.  Some strategic moneys need to be 
allocated to areas that require extra police officers.  People in those areas have the right to go to bed knowing 
that they are relatively safe in their family homes and that they have access to police.  Because of the spread of 
police in those areas, getting access to them is sometimes difficult.  A constituent came to my office and 
complained to me that while he was at one of the major police stations in my region, the telephone rang and 
there was one girl and no-one could answer the telephone.  Who knows who could have been on the end of that 
telephone call.   

Salinity has been mentioned extensively by previous speakers from this side of the House, and rightly so.  It is a 
huge problem for Western Australia, as well as for my area.  There are big problems in the Blackwood 
catchment area and the towns of Katanning and Wagin, which are fed by the Coblinine system in Dumbleyung.  
As other speakers have said, and as I will reiterate, the Government has not signed off on the national action 
plan.  When the Leader of the National Party spoke last night, the minister said, “Soon”.  However, we have 
heard that for a fair while.  The fact that there are no matching funds in the budget is of real concern.  The 
minister acknowledged the group at Toolibin and the Australian award it won for its efforts at Lake Toolibin.  
People have done some great work, but we are losing experienced people.  We will lose that expertise.  A couple 
of weeks ago, I held a seminar in Katanning with Dr Bruce Hobbs, who is second in charge at the 
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation.  It was a very interesting seminar and included 
such topics as salinity, water management and looking to the future.  It was made clear by people at the seminar 
that a couple of very experienced employees already had gone east because they did not know whether they 
would have a job when their contracts finished.  Those people had their futures to think about, so they jumped 
ship and we lost them.  It is important that a solution to that problem is expedited as soon as possible.   

I will touch on sport and recreation, an area of keen interest to me.  I always like to extol the great values of sport 
and recreation. 
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Mr Watson:  A very good sportsman you were, too! 

Mr WALDRON:  That is beside the point.  I see it all the time in country Western Australia.  I am heavily 
involved in sport in country WA.  Sport and recreation have health benefits, both physical and mental.  I will not 
go into them, but great mental health and sociological benefits are associated with life in country towns.  I am 
glad to see that $9 million, as well as some carryover money, has been allocated in the budget to the sport and 
recreation facilities fund.  That is an important program and I trust that that money will be spent equally, and not 
just in one particular area.  I am sure it will happen.   

I cannot find in the budget funding for the highly successful country sport enrichment scheme, but I am 
confident that it is still there is.  That scheme was introduced by the previous coalition Government and it has 
been a great success.  It takes sporting events at a state and high professional levels to country WA.  A lot of 
people in country WA do not have the opportunity to come to Perth to witness excellent sporting events.  It is a 
highly successful program.  Last Sunday in Wickepin, South Fremantle Football Club played Swan Districts 
Football Club.  It was a great day.  Local people receive a financial benefit, as well as health and social benefits 
from sport, so I encourage the Government to continue with that program.   

The shortage of water is an issue for both city and country WA.  We are all in this together, no matter where we 
live.  I urge the Government to give special consideration to allowing a couple of areas in my electorate to access 
the water scheme.  One area is east of Dumbleyung.  Because of the rulings, the farmers in that area do not have 
access to scheme water and must travel long distances to standpipes when the drought really affects them.  The 
local shire has put in tanks at the standpipes to speed up the process, but there are still large problems.  I ask the 
Government - I know the shire is dealing with the Government - to expedite the provision of better services for 
those standpipes.  Even with the tanks provided by the local shire, it is still not quite good enough.  The local 
people are willing to help, and I ask the Government to help as well.  The farmers in the north west of the shire 
of Wickepin have had great problems.  They do not have access to the scheme.  Their first application was 
knocked back.  They are prepared to do a lot of the work themselves and the local shire is prepared to put in staff 
and equipment.  I urge the Government to look closely at, and to give priority to, that proposal.   

My next point is the promised moneys and exit packages for the people in Manjimup.  I have visited the area two 
or three times, and I urge the Premier to do so as well.  During the drought in Lake Grace, a matter of public 
interest motion was moved by the National Party in this House.  The Premier and the Minister for Agriculture 
visited that area after that debate, and that was appreciated by the people in the area.  It helped build the 
confidence of the people in the area; they felt that they had not been forgotten.  I strongly urge the Premier to 
visit the forest country.  Although he may have to take some flak, one thing about country people is that they 
might a have a crack at him, but if he fronts up and shows he cares, those people will probably be his greatest 
allies.  Having visited that area, I know that it has real problems.  The member for Warren-Blackwood knows 
more about that than I.  However, the money is not getting through to the people it should.  I would also like to 
know what is happening with the proposed sky jetty in that area.  One of the proposals put forward in that region 
was the need for tourism to help take up some of the slack from the loss of jobs in the timber industry when 
logging old-growth forests was banned.  Tourism is one area that cannot take up all of that slack, but it certainly 
can help.  The sky jetty is a vital part of that.  People from the tourist bureau in the area are very keen to see the 
sky jetty progress as soon as possible.   

I referred to the Northcliffe cluster timber mills in a question to the Minister for the Environment some weeks 
ago about taking logs from the forest floor.  What is happening with that proposal?  To her credit, the minister 
said that the department would look at the possibility of that happening.  I have not heard any more about that.  
Perhaps it has gone through to the keeper, but I am keen to find out what would happen.  It is a commonsense 
approach that would allow for some 10 jobs in that region for perhaps more than 20 years and I would like to 
know what is going on there.  Mr Speaker, do you want me to stop? 

The SPEAKER:  You have another couple of minutes. 

Several members interjected. 
Mr WALDRON:  No, I am just rolling along nicely here, enjoying it. 

Mr Hyde:  Tell us about the Wagin Woolorama. 
Mr WALDRON:  Does the member for Perth want to know about the Woolorama?   
Mr Hyde:  Yes. 
Several members interjected. 

Mr WALDRON:  I can do my stuff at the end if I finish now; it would fit in nicely and as planned.  Does the 
member for Perth want to know about the Woolorama? 

Mr Hyde:  Yes. 
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Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 10984.] 
 


